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Welcome to Heidelberg. 

 
Heidelberg is located at the junction where the Neckar river 

has paved its way from the narrowness of the valley into the 

expanse of the Rhine plain. Between the protected retreat 

and the open view of the world, a unique mental 

development space has emerged here over the centuries.  

 

Take a look at our stunning and diverse destination! 

An ideal framework for the EACD meeting. 
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With its world-famous castle, baroque old town and beautiful 

riverside setting Heidelberg is a unique authentic and inspiring 

experience of history and cultural heritage.  

Not only an amazing photo opportunity. 

  

The locals in Heidelberg are proud of their tradition and keep it 

alive. Also beyond the tourism offering. This perfect match 

between history and cultural identity makes our destination 

special. 

Heritage Style. 
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Heidelberg is gorgeous, elegant and liveable. Not without good 

reason. The locals of our destination appreciate high standards 

and seek out a sense of impact and value.  

  

This quality of life defines and shapes the city and makes 

Heidelberg a cultivated space that creates moments of 

pleasure – both the temporary and the permanent ones. 

Sophisticated. 
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Home to Germany’s oldest university, Heidelberg has always 

been a diverse city. Even since the 14th century.  
  

Open to talent, ideas and different cultures.  

  

International mindset and a tolerant approach to people of all 

countries, they make Heidelberg a welcoming city. 

Urban-minded. 
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The Ruperto Carola university is Germany‘s oldest university. 

 

With its elite university and University Hospital Heidelberg is one 

the world’s true science and research hot-spots. Also, our city is a 

creative playground for an innovative local economy.  

 

  
 

Always ahead. 

PAGE 07 



EACD 2023 

From the European Sustainable City Award to the city’s new 

urban district Bahnstadt, the world‘s largest passive-house 

project. In Heidelberg sustainability is not just a buzzword. It’s 

something we live and share.  

  

Plus, Heidelberg is a wonderful place to walk or bike. They are 

one of the greenest ways of getting around here. 

 

  

Yes, we care. 
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Medical Story. 

 
 

It is our honor and privilege to invite EACD to hold the 35th 

Annual Meeting in Heidelberg, Germany June 7-10th, 2023. 

 

See now who we are and what we want! 

Our team and vision. 

PAGE 09 



EACD 2023 

Medical and Managing Director at Children’s Centre 

Maulbronn, Clinic for Child Neurology and Social 

Pediatrics 

Extraordinary Professor, University of Heidelberg  

EACD National coordinator of Germany 

EACD Chairman of the Scientific Committee 2009 to 2014. 

 

Prof. Dr. Rainer Blank, MD 

PAGE 010 



EACD 2023 

Head of Therapy Standards at Children’s Centre 

Maulbronn, Clinic for Child Neurology and Social 

Pediatrics, Germany. 

Sabine Vinçon, MScOT 
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Medical Director and Managing Director of the 

Center for Child and Adolescent Medicine 

 

Chair of Pediatrics, University of Heidelberg. 
 

Univ.-Prof., Prof. h.c. mult. (RCH) 

Dr. Georg F. Hoffmann 
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Department of Pediatrics,  

University of Heidelberg 
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Children’s Centre Maulbronn,  

Clinic for Child Neurology  

and Social Pediatrics 

A perfect match for  

wide range of knowledge: 

Two competence centre for 

EACD Annual Meeting 

2023. 



EACD 2023 

“Developing networks – 

networks for development” 
The 35th annual EACD meeting will focus on this important 

topic. Strengthening and solidifying of networks – meta and 

individual, regarding knowledge, connecting countries, 

disciplines, institutions, clients and families. This will be even 

reinforced by a hybrid congress format, making the conference 

program easily accessible to everyone and from everywhere. On 

demand videos and live streams: EACD virtual meeting is full of 

valuable content. Prepare to be amazed. 
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Interdisciplinarity and networking – this is what the EACD 

stands for as an academy, but also the annual meeting. 

Especially during June 7-10th, 2023, when Heidelberg 

welcomes a wide range of disciplines, clients and families. 

Diversity and collaboration are always welcome here. 

 

The three co-chairs Prof. Rainer Blank, Sabine Vinçon, 

MScOT and Prof. Georg Friedrich Hoffmann are 

representatives of two professional groups: medical doctors 

and therapists. They embody the topic after years of excellent 

cooperation – living a network of expertise, disciplines and 

institutions. That’s why they enjoy being good hosts and 

bringing people together for an unforgettable conference 

experience. 

 

 

The cooperation between the renowned Children's Clinic of 

the University of Heidelberg and one of the largest and 

leading clinics for pediatric neurology and social pediatrics in 

Germany, the Children's Centre Maulbronn, is an outstanding 

example of networking within top-class assessment, basic 

research with state-of-the-art social pediatric, neuropaediatric 

and therapeutic treatment.  

We create connections.  

For your complete satisfaction. 
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In keeping with the spirit of networking, the meeting will be 

planned with the Childrens‘ Network Germany, the leading 

organisation representing self-aid groups in German speaking 

countries. The conference will also be supported by renowned 

non-medical faculties and by national associations such as 

the German Society for Social and Developmental Pediatrics, 

the Neuropaediatric Society and the German OT association. 

 

As a highlight on networking, this conference is planned as a 

joint meeting of the annual EACD and the international DCD 

(Developmental Coordination Disorder) Conference.  

 

Experts, specialists and visionaries share their knowledge. 

And so the possibilities multiply.  

 

 

  

 

A broad range of topics will be covered underpinning 

networking in different areas across several levels. 

Neurodevelopmental Disorders like cerebral palsy, DCD, 

autism, ADHD, learning disorders and rare disorders are 

discussed on the background of different, multidisciplinary 

views.  

 

The 2023 EACD Annual Meeting in Heidelberg – 4 days of 

talking, participating, networking, and even streaming. An 

innovative mission. And pretty cool.  

Where relationships develop. 
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3. Long term strategies and outcome: 

Neurodevelopmental disorders often have a long-term perspective. 

Therefore, intervention strategies must be developed while keeping in 

mind long-term goals and consequences: A very tight collaboration of  

the inter-disciplinary team, the family and the educational services  

is a must.  

 

4. The role of behavioural and feeding problems in early childhood: 

Children with cerebral palsy, Orphan diseases and autism often have 

early behavioural and feeding problems. Life quality in the family is often 

diminished. Networking with paediatricians, child psychiatrists and 

psychologists, different therapists, nurses and other therapeutical 

personnel is essential for assessment and treatment.  

 

Networking in the care of neurodevelopmental disorders. 
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1. Multiple views on genetics and neurometabolism:  

Medical, ethical aspects and beyond:  

New genetic techniques open new chances for understanding 

and intervention in neurodevelopmental disorders. Ethical and 

even economic aspects have to be discussed. New networks will 

arise from basic research to ethics and politics. 

 

2. Interdisciplinary assessment and intervention: 

Neurodevelopmental disorders are chronic diseases which need 

interdisciplinary approaches for assessment and intervention. 

Often, the assessment of children is only possible during the 

process of intervention showing new facets of the personality, the 

resources and problems of the child and its family.   
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The meeting intends to open new perspectives on networks 

and networking in the field of childhood disability.  

We hope you all obtain new impulses through our exchange!  

Come up with new findings and practical instructions where 

networks still might have to be developed and optimized.  

  

Networking in the care of neurodevelopmental disorders. 
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5. The complexity of comorbidity: intellectual and 

behavioural disorders, epilepsy: 

Comorbidities in neurodevelopmental disorders, esp. in cerebral 

palsy are playing a crucial role and largely influence the out- 

come. Intellectual and behavioural problems are most frequent, 

on the neurological side, epilepsy and anticonvulsive drugs have 

to be considered. Again, the interdisciplinary team must operate 

in close interaction.  

 

6. Impact on the child, family and society: 

Children with neurodevelopmental disorders are embedded in 

the family and society. Expectances are often different from 

each other and lead to problems for the inclusion. How does  

the society care? How is the family able to care? This varies a 

lot, depending on the country you live in and the way how 

societies and families care about their weakest members is  

often not a matter of economic power.  
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The Venue. 

Amidst Heidelberg´s passive house quarter Bahnstadt, nearby 

the main station and a 4-star hotel in the direct neighborhood, the 

Heidelberg Congress Center will be opened by the end of 2022. 

 

As many congress centers and event locations in general have to 

be changed over into modern infrastructures in order to adjust to 

hybrid conferences right now, Heidelberg Congress Center is 

already built for new meeting experiences: State of the art-

broadcasting technique, digital communication specialists beside 

a contemporary space concept and interior design lead to an 

enhanced more collaborative and common network. 

 

The future of meetings 

in a brandnew location. 
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• Big Hall with up to 1.800 seats. 

 

• Small Hall with up to 800 seats. 

 

• 9 break-out rooms between 60 and 280 seats. 

 

• 2.500 square meters of exhibition space. 

 

• Roof terrace. 

 

• All spaces and rooms can be used for conventional 

congress setting.  

 

• All spaces can be used for innovative meeting setting. 

 

• Urban and surprising coffee bar and catering concepts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• High-end digital technology including a broadcast-studio. 

 

• Platinum environmental standard. 

 

• Communication and marketing agency consultings for 

virtual and hybrid events as well at its custumer value for  

pre- and post-conferencing. 

 

• Additional possibility for evening events in the historical 

City Hall. Alternative: The contemporary Halle 02, situated 

in walking distance of Heidelberg Congress Center. 

 

• Quick access to the Main Station of Heidelberg and its 

urban mobility. 

 

• Walking distance to the Congress Hotel. 

 

 

 

  

Some facts to  

Heidelberg Congress Center. 
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Exterior View Studio Big Hall 
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The New Heidelberg Congress Center 
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The Old and New University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Universitiy is located adjacent to  

the Old University right in the historical centre. 
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Classy locations for additional events. 

 

Both options are situated in the historic 

district and are reserved for your reception 

and evening events.  

Assembly Hall of 

Heidelberg University 

Historic City Hall 
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Information Board. 

 As an international magnet for tourists that Heidelberg has been 

for a very long time – we count over 1,5 million accommodations 

and welcome about 3,5 million guests per year in a city of 

170.000 habitants – we are real experts in being perfect hosts. 

 

Check our services in detail.  

 

A lot of services make  

your stay most comfortable. 
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The City Map of Heidelberg. 

Heidelberg is a city with authentic and 

diverse quarters.  

 

Although there are many places in walking 

distance. If not, it can easily be reached by  

modern urban mobility. 
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Historic District 

with Old and New 

University 

New Congress 

Center 

Main Station 

University Medical 

Institutes and 

Hospital district 



EACD 2023 

Sightseeing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discovering Heidelberg. 

 

Heidelberg, a symbol for the Geman Romanticism, 

has been described as “Germany in a Nutshell“ by 

the famous writer Mark Twain. 

 

The Old Town of Heidelberg with its beautiful 

architecture - of which the Heidelberg Concert Hall 

is a perfect example - offers plenty of beautiful 

squares and romantic places to stay at, churches, 

museums and theatres. There is an enormous 

range of cultural offers, reaching from dance to 

renown music or theater festivals.     

 

Don‘t miss the Philosopher‘s walk, a path 

permitting an extraordinary view over the city while 

enjoying nature following the footsteps of famous 

philosophers and poets. Along the Winding Path 

you will reach the Old Bridge, another landmark of 

the historical Heidelberg. 
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Castle Historic District 
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The world-famous Heidelberg Castle, 

crowning the Old Town, is an ever inspiring 

sight you can‘t miss.  
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Heidelberg with its romantic and intellectual air – both strongly 

distinctive – is embedded in a region full of diversity:  

 

The big city vibes of Mannheim, almost connected and 

perfectly complementary. The extraordinary Palatinate with its 

vineyards and picturesque wine villages. The near French 

border which makes it easy to access a completely different 

world of culture and beauty. And Black Forest experiences 

coming up with a million of German cliches. 

. 

Surrounded by 

surprises. 
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France 

Black Forest 

Palatinat 

Mannheim 

Heidelberg 
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Palatinate 
French Region of 

Alsace Black Forest 

PAGE 029 



EACD 2023 

Accommodation. 

Exemplary: Hotel am Kornmarkt. 

The hotel with its baroque facade and the 

red paint is, like all the buildings in the 

Kornmarkt, a listed building. It has been run 

as a Hotel Garni for over 40 years and has 

recently been lovingly renovated. 

You live directly below the famous 

Heidelberg Castle. All the other sights of the 

old town are also within easy walking 

distance.  
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Exemplary: Qube Bahnstadt. 

The modern building was completed in 2020 

and built as a passive house. This makes 

the Qube Bahnstadt one of the first and few 

hotels in Germany to achieve maximum CO2 

savings in heating and cooling.  

 

The Qube Bahnstadt has 84 air-conditioned 

rooms, three conference rooms and a large 

underground car park. The outdoor terrace, 

which is also open in the evening in summer, 

offers pure relaxation. In addition, there is a 

roof terrace with a wonderful view of 

Heidelberg and the picturesque surrounding. 

 

 

Accommodation. 
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Arrival Options. 

By railway. 

 

• Your big advantage: You only need  

45 minutes to get to Heidelberg from 

Frankfurt Airport. With a direct 

connection. 

 

• Heidelberg can be reached directly  

by ICE. Moreover the junction Mannheim 

is connected with Heidelberg by urban 

railway with an interval of 15 minutes. 
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Our organization partners. 
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• Congress and Conference Management (UniKT): Dr. Jörg Kraus, Christiane Edelmann-Mohr 

• Heidelberg Congress: Gerhard Reiter, Regina Feiner 
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We look forward 

to seeing you in 

Heidelberg! 
 


