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FOREWORD
NEW WAYS, NEW MOVES
We in Copenhagen are proud to host the 27th Annual Meeting of the European 
Academy of Childhood Disability (EACD), which takes place from 27 to 30 May 
2015. The meeting should once again prove to be an exciting opportunity for us to 
find new ways to help children with disabilities.

Copenhagen is one of the most vibrant and progressive cities in Scandinavia. 
As capital of Denmark, it thrives on a mixture of beautiful medieval architecture, 
brave new buildings, a rich cultural life, and extraordinary cuisine. The city is also 
renowned for its embrace of the bicycle – you can reach anywhere in the city 
within a 15-minute bike ride. We hope that you will experience the all-important 
sense of Danish ‘hygge’ (well-being) during your stay.

The EACD is an academic association of professionals working with children 
with disabilities throughout Europe. The aim of the association is to ensure the 
development of high-quality research and teaching in the field of childhood 
disability, and to improve the care these children receive.

The organizers of the EACD 2015 meeting have chosen four main topics which 
are essential to this aim: NEUROPLASTICITY; NUTRITION AND EXERCISE; 
COGNITION; and TECHNOLOGY. Among these topics we will focus on novel 
ideas, research, and solutions to hopefully both enlighten and inspire. This is why 
the motto of the conference is ‘New ways, new moves.’

We would like to thank the Scientific Committee for their time and participation in 
the process of putting together a memorable program. I would personally like to 
thank the Organizing Committee for their unwavering support. Finally, I would like 
to express my gratitude to the Ludvig and Sara Elsass Foundation. Without their 
help, this meeting would not be possible.   

Jens Bo Nielsen
President, EACD 2015 Organizing Committee           



KEY FIELDS
NEUROPLASTICITY 
Over the past decade, a considerable knowledge of the brain’s ability to change 
in response to training and learning (neuroplasticity) has been gained and this 
knowledge is now forming the basis for development of new approaches to 
training and rehabilitation.

Topics that will be covered:
• Age-dependent plasticity
• Critical periods and windows of opportunity
• Neuroplasticity and brain development
• Early intervention studies
• Accompanying diseases in disabled children
• Hands on – from neuroplasticity to practice
• Neuroplasticity based interventions

NUTRITION/EXERCISE
Training and nutrition normally go together in sports, but this has not been a 
focus point until recently in rehabilitation. However, new research has shown that 
various nutrients significantly influence neuroplasticity, learning and memory. 
There is thus good reason to believe that future rehabilitation and treatment of 
child disabilities will need to include an understanding of the most optimal diet for 
facilitating neuroplastic changes and promotion of learning and memory.

Topics that will be covered:
• Nutrition and the developing brain
• Exercise and children with disabilities
• Nutrition in clinical intervention studies
• Eating problems in children with disabilities
• Exercise and physical activity in clinical interventions
• Food4Brains – practical cooking
• Exercise and nutrition: Practical implementation in a clinical setting
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COGNITION
Traditionally research and therapy has been divided into different domains 
reflecting different functions of the brain such as motor abilities, perception and 
cognition. New research however shows that this is an artificial distinction which 
does not reflect the actual highly integrated processing in the neural networks 
of the brain. In normal everyday living cognition, motor abilities and perception 
cannot be distinguished and a therapeutic approach which take all domains into 
account is necessary.

Topics that will be covered:
• Cognitive development, agency and embodiment
• Learning and memory in children with disabilities
• The role of movement in cognitive development
• Psychological barriers and challenges for disabled children
• Communication and interaction
• Cognitive hands on: Mindfulness, yoga, cognitive training, self-regulation and 

sensory processing

TECHNOLOGIES
There has been an amazing development within the past decade of technologies 
related to the internet and personal portable devices. This opens for unique 
possibilities of monitoring health parameters in individual people, delivering 
treatment in a non-centralized environment and communicating and interacting 
over long distances. This has the potential to revolutionize current treatment 
strategies and lead to a profound re-structuring of the health systems.

Topics that will be covered:
• Connectivity-tractography
• Early diagnosis and intervention – how can we use technology?
• Techniques for evaluation of function and activity in daily life
• Game-based interventions, role of motivation
• Technology for home-based training games in rehab
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PROGRAMME

Pre-Congress symposium
(Tivoli Congress Hall)

09:00-14:00 Registration

14:00-14:30 Opening of the congress by H.R.H. Princess Benedikte

Welcome by Professor Jens Bo Nielsen & President of EACD Giovanni Cioni

14:30-15:30 Speakers 
Neuroplasticity / Professor Michael Merzenich, UCSF School of Medicine, San Francisco (US)

Eat Wise and Exercise for Better Brain Health / Professor Charles Hillman, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign (US)

15:30-16:30 Food for Brains buffet

16:30-17:30 Speakers
Cognitive Origin of so-called Motor Deficits /Professor Alain Berthoz, College du France (FR)

New Technology: Getting Electrical Signals in and out of the Brain /Professor Terence Sanger, 
Children´s Hospital Los Angeles (US)

18:00-19:00 Welcome reception at Copenhagen City Hall

07:00- Registration

08:15-09:00 La Fondation Motrice Lecture  
Corticospinal tract & movement control: Coming online during postnatal development & repairing 
damage after injury / John H. Martin (US)
Location: Tivoli Congress Hall

09:00-09:30 Coffee and Tea

09:30-11:00
CRITICAL PERIODS 
AND WINDOWS OF 
OPPORTUNITY 

Chair: John H. Martin 
(US) 

 
09:30-09:55 
Critical period in motor 
development in hu-
mans / Gavin Clowry 
(UK) 

09:55-10:20 
Can we make use of 
critical periods for 
intervention in children 
with early brain dam-
age / Andrea Guzzetta 
(IT)
 
10:20-10:45 
Visual function and 
neurodevelopment
/ Andrea Rossi (IT)

10:45-11:00 General 
discussion and ques-
tions

Location: Tivoli Con-
gress Hall

THE ROLE OF N-3PUFA 
IN THE PREVENTION 
OR TREATMENT 
OF PSYCHIATRIC 
DISORDERS 
IN CHILDREN 
– POTENTIAL 
MECHANISMS

Chair: Lotte Lauritzen 
(DK)

09:30-09:55 
A review of omega-3 
RCTs in autism and a 
view on future research
/ Gregor Berger (CH)

09:55-10:20 
Omega-3 Fatty acids 
and learning disorders 
in children / Alex J 
Richardson (UK)

10:20-10:45 
Omega-3 Fatty Acids 
and ADHD  / Lotte 
Lauritzen (DK)

10:45-11:00 
General discussion 
questions

Location: Harlekin

 
COGNITIVE DEVEL-
OPMENT, AGENCY 
AND EMBODIMENT 

Chair: Mark Schram 
Christensen (DK)

09:30-09:55 
Cognitive behavior 
and social interaction 
in infants / Markus 
Paulus (DE)

09:55-10:20 
The origins of embod-
ied perception and 
action in early life
/ Andrew J. Bremner 
(UK)

10:20-10:45 
Social cognition and 
motor development in 
infants / Gustaf Gre-
debäck (SE)

10:45-11:00 
General discussion 
and questions

Location: Columbine

DTI IN THE CHILD 
BRAIN 

Chair: Tim Dyrby (DK)

09:30-09:55 
Diffusion MRI in  
paediatric oncology   
/ Chris Clark (UK)

09:55-10:20 
DTI cerebral palsy 
/ Hanna Küpper (DE)

10:20 – 10:45 
DTI in children with 
ADHD / Kerstin Jessica 
Plessen (DK)

10:45-11:00 
General discussion 
questions

Location: Lumbye

THURSDAY 
28ST MAY NEUROPLASTICITY NUTRITION/ COGNITION TECHNOLOGY
  EXERCISE  

WEDNESDAY 
27TH MAY 



8      9  EACD2015
COPENHAGEN

13:00-14:30
UPPER LIMB 
FUNCTION

Chair: Julie Wolf Broge 
(DK)

13:00-13:15 
Longitudinal develop-
ment of hand function 
in children with unilat-
eral spastic cerebral 
palsy, 18 months to 
12 years of age / Linda 
Nordstrand (SE)

13:15-13:30
Assisting Hand Assess-
ment 18 months to 18 
years / Annoek Louw-
ers (NL)

13:30-13.45
Development of a new 
test of hand function 
for children with bi-
lateral cerebral palsy: 
Both Hands Assess-
ment / Ann-Kristin G. 
Elvrum (NO)

13:45-14:00 
The personal ex-
perience when 
using the affected 
upper-limb during                                                     
bimanual function for 
children with unilateral 
cerebral palsy / Mari-
lyn Cohen-Holzer (IL)

DAILY PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITY AND 
NUTRITION

Chair: Guro Andersen 
(NO)

13:00-13:15
Exercise intervention 
on quality of life and 
participation in young 
adults with physical 
disabilities. A qualitative 
study / Kine Melfald 
Tveten (NO)

13:15-13:30
Commuting and habitu-
al physical activity levels 
of adults with cerebral 
palsy and physiother-
apy students as their 
peers / Darko Milascev-
ic (HR)

13:30-13:45
ACTIVLIM-CP a new 
Rasch-built measure of 
activity for children with 
cerebral palsy / Yannick 
Bleyenheuft (BE)

13:45-14.00
Nutritional status, 
motor function and 
swallowing disorders in 
Cerebral Palsy  / Paola 
Diaz Borrego (ES)

COGNITIVE 
FUNCTION AND 
SPEECH

Chair: Mette Væver 
(DK)

13:00-13:15
Cognition and speech 
are associated with 
psychopathology in 
children with cerebral 
palsy / Gija Rackaus-
kaite (DK)

13:15-13:30 
Development of ex-
ecutive function in 
children with Develop-
mental Coordination 
Disorder (DCD):  A two 
year longitudinal inves-
tigation / Peter Wilson 
(AU)

13:30-13:45
Executive Functions 
and Social Compe-
tence in Children with 
Cerebral Palsy / Karin 
Birrer (CH)

13:45-14:00
Is cognition assessed 
appropriately in chil-
dren with cerebral pal-
sy? / Kristine Stadskleiv 
(NO)

PROMOTING HEALTH 
AND PARTICIPATION 
IN DAILY LIFE

Chair: Patricia de Lip-
thay Behrend (DK)

13:00-13:15
There is no place like 
@home! / Imke van 
Maren-Suir (NL)

13:15-13:30
Exploring the chal-
lenges in conducting 
a randomised con-
trolled trial (RCT) into 
night-time positioning 
for children with cere-
bral palsy (CP) / Sarah 
Crombie (UK)

13:30-13:45
Adaptive seating 
systems in children 
with severe cerebral 
palsy across ICF-CY 
domains: a system-
atic review / Mattana 
Angsupaisal (NL)

13:45-14:00
Picture My Participa-
tion! Initial develop-
ment of a participa-
tion measurement 
tool for use in low and 
middle income coun-
tries / Claire Willis (AU)

13:00-14:30
14:00-14:15
Active vs. assisted 
vs. passive finger 
movements - a hemo-
dynamic comparison 
of motor cortex activ-
ity in children / Rob 
Labruyère (CH)

14:15-14:30  
General discussion 
and questions

Location: Tivoli Con-
gress Hall

14:00-14:15
Dysphagia and body 
composition in children 
with cerebral palsy / 
Katja Groleger Sršen (SI)

14:15-14:30
General discussion and 
questions

Location: Harlekin

14:00-14:30
General discussion 
and questions

Location: Columbine

14:00-14:15
Enabling participa-
tion of children with 
a physical disability: 
parents’ role/ Barbara 
Piskur (NL)

14:15-14:30
General discussion 
and questions

Location: Lumbye

14:30-15:00 Coffee and Tea

15:00-16:00 Poster Session 1
Location: Foyer

11:15-12:00 Castang Lecture  
Manipulation of spatial reference frame: Its role in the development and pathology of visuo-spatial 
memory and locomotion 
/ Alain Berthoz (FR)
Location: Tivoli Congress Hall

12:00-13:00 Lunch

THURSDAY 
28ST MAY NEUROPLASTICITY NUTRITION/ COGNITION TECHNOLOGY
  EXERCISE  

THURSDAY 
28ST MAY NEUROPLASTICITY NUTRITION/ COGNITION TECHNOLOGY
  EXERCISE  

16:00-17:30
PATHOPHYSIOLOGI-
CAL MECHANISMS

Chair: Bernard Dan 
(BE)

16:00-16:15
Go for the Cause: Sig-
nificant Copy Number 
Variations in Crypto-
genic Cerebral Palsy / 
Hilla Ben-Pazi (IL)

16:15-16:30
How white matter 
injury may contribute 
to the emergence of 
neurodevelopmental 
disorders in cerebral 
palsy? / J-Olivier Coq 
(FR)

16:30-16:45
The influences of the 
APOEε4 gene on cog-
nition in children with 
cerebral palsy / Kris-
tine Stadskleiv (NO)

POSTURAL CONTROL

Chair: Svend Geertsen 
(DK)

16:00-16:15
A systematic review on 
trunk control interven-
tions in children with 
cerebral palsy / Lieve 
Heyrman (BE)

16:15-16:30
Does postural control 
in infants with cystic 
periventricular leu-
komalacia differ from 
that of infants with oth-
er brain lesions? / Anke 
Geertje Boxum (NL)

16:30-16:45 
Standing posture in 
children with cerebral 
palsy is influenced by 
visual attention
/ Cecilia Lidbeck (SE)

COGNITIVE FUNC-
TION AND CHAL-
LENGES

Chair: Arnab Seal (UK)

16:00-16:15
Cognitive performance 
and behavioral func-
tions in relation to 
gestational age (GA) 
at birth / Louise Rönn-
qvist (SE)

16:15-16:30
Autism Diagnostic 
Observation Schedule 
(ADOS): from a quali-
tative to a quantitative 
approach / Susana 
Mouga (PT)

16:30-16:45 
Nutritional status, 
eating behaviours and 
parental attitudes of 
children with an au-
tism / Hatice Yıldırım 
Sarı (TR)

TECHNIQUES FOR AS-
SESSMENT AND PRO-
MOTING ACTIVITY

Chair: Rasmus Rein-
hold Paulsen (DK)

16:00-16:15
Going around in 
circles: Evaluation of 
the Wizzybug loan 
scheme / Tim Adlam 
(UK)

16:15-16:30
Racerunning: fitness, 
friends, family and 
fun! / Petra van Schie 
(NL)

16:30-16:45
RaceRunning unites 
movement, percep-
tion and cognition in 
the personal develop-
ment zone / Connie 
Hansen (DK)
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16:00-17:30
16:45-17:00
The impact of anatom-
ical characterization 
of the brain lesion on 
upper limb function in 
children with unilateral 
cerebral palsy / Lisa 
Mailleux (BE)

17:00-17:15
Specific cognitive defi-
cits in preterm chil-
dren at preschool age 
and their relation to 
white matter changes 
after perinatal lesion / 
Mirna Kostović Srzen-
tić  (HR)

17:15-17:30 
General discussion 
and questions

Location: Tivoli Con-
gress Hall

16:45-17:00
The postural effects 
of tandemskiiing in 
children with profound 
intellectual and multiple 
disabilities / Christo-
pher Newman (CH)

17:00-17:15
Responsiveness of 
the Trunk Impairment 
Scale and Trunk Control 
Measurement Scale / 
Rannei Sæther (NO)

17:15-17:30 
General discussion and 
questions

Location: Harlekin

16:45-17:00
This is my best friend 
Anna: asking peers of 
children with cerebral 
palsy / Isabel Martins 
(PT)

17:00-17:15 
Neurovisual profile in 
Cerebral Palsy: From 
Cerebral Palsy visual 
impairment to visio-
cognitive disorders / 
Jessica Galli (IT)

17:15-17:30  
General discussion 
and questions

Location: Columbine

16:45-17:00
Objective Measure-
ments of Gaze Be-
haviour as a Method 
to Assess Non-Speak-
ing Children with 
Severe Motor Impair-
ments / Tom Griffiths 
(UK)

17.00-17:15
A new instrument for 
the rehabilitation of 
ocular movements in 
children with visual 
field defects / Fran-
cesca Tinelli (IT)

17:15-17:30 
 General discussion 
and questions

Location: Lumbye

17:45 – 20.00 AGM meeting
Location: Lumbye

09:30-11:00
MECHANISMS OF 
CONTRACTURES

Chair: Jens Bo Nielsen 
(DK)

09:30-09:55 
Passive and active 
muscle properties 
in children with CP / 
Maria Willerslev-Olsen 
(DK)

09:55-10:20 
Muscle growth in 
children with cerebral 
palsy / Lee Barber (AU)

10:20-10:45 
Signaling factors re-
sponsible for develop-
ment of contractures
/ Jessica Pingel (DK)

10:45-11:00 
General discussion 
and questions

Location: Tivoli Con-
gress Hall

EARLY INTERVEN-
TION STRATEGIES 

Chair: Jakob Lorentzen 
(DK)

09:30-09:55 
Prevention of contrac-
tures / Jakob Lorent-
zen (DK)

09:55-10:20 Early gait 
training in children 
with early stroke
/ Jaynie Yang (CA)

10:20-10:45 Ran-
domised controlled tri-
al of PREMM: Preterm 
Early Massage therapy
/ Roslyn Boyd (AU) 

10:45-11:00 
General discussion 
and questions 

Location: Harlekin

PERCEPTION, AC-
TION, COGNITION, 
ENVIRONMENT 
(PACE) APPROACH 
TO NEURODEVELOP-
MENTAL DISORDERS 

Chair: Giovanni Cioni 
(IT)

09:30-09:55 Introduc-
tion and framework 
of pace approach/ 
Giovanni Cioni (IT)

09:55-10:20 
Cognitive aspects and 
navigation in children 
with Cerebral Palsy / V. 
Belmonti (IT) 

10:20-10:45 Percep-
tion-Action-Cognition- 
Environment paradigm 
in neuro-developmen-
tal genetic disorders / 
Bernard Dan (BE)

10:45-11:00 
General discussion 
and questions 

Location: Columbine

TECHNIQUES FOR 
EARLY DIAGNOSIS

Chair: Rasmus Rein-
hold Paulsen (DK)

09:30-09:55 
Computer-based video 
analysis of general 
movements- challeng-
es and possibilities / 
Lars Adde (NO)

09:55-10:20 
Early diagnosis of 
movement disorders 
to enable personalized 
treatment of children 
/ Cathrine Dissel-
horst-Klug (DE)

10:20-10:45 
Using Microsoft Kinect 
to determine GM
/ Mikkel Damgaard 
Olsen (DK) 

10:45-11:00 
General discussion 
and questions 

Location: Pjerrot

11:15-12:15 Presentation of documentary: 
Life with CP / Jacob Nossell (DK) & Kristian Moltke Martiny (DK)
Location: Tivoli Congress Hall

07:00- Registration

08:15-09:00 Keynote Lecture 
The Relation of Childhood Health Behaviors to Brain, Cognition, and Achievement  
/ Charles Hillman (US) 
Location: Tivoli Congress Hall

09:00-09:30 Coffee and tea

FRIDAY 
29TH MAY NEUROPLASTICITY NUTRITION/ COGNITION TECHNOLOGY
  EXERCISE  

THURSDAY 
28ST MAY NEUROPLASTICITY NUTRITION/ COGNITION TECHNOLOGY
  EXERCISE  
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07:00- Registration

08:15-09:00 Keynote Lecture 
New Technologies for Diagnosis and Intervention in Children with Disabilities
/ Terence Sanger (US)

Location: Tivoli Congress Hall

09:00-09:30 Coffee and tea

SATURDAY 
30TH MAY NEUROPLASTICITY NUTRITION/ COGNITION TECHNOLOGY
  EXERCISE  

FRIDAY 
29TH MAY NEUROPLASTICITY NUTRITION/ COGNITION TECHNOLOGY
  EXERCISE  

12:15-13:00 Lunch

12:15-13:00 NC meeting
Location: Pjerrot

13:00-14:00 Poster Session 2
Location: Foyer

14:00-14:30 Workshop
SPECS: Seeing brain injury clearly – a psycho-
social training for professionals working with 
children and young people with acquired brain 
injury / Jenny Jim (UK)
Location: Harlekin

Workshop
Clinical application of exercise testing in pediat-
ric rehabilitation / Annemieke Buizer (NL)
Location: Columbine

14:30-16:00 EPNS/EACD Parallel Symposium
Chairs: Jens Bo Nielsen (DK) and Günther Bernert (AT)
CP, muscle & technique: The use of 2D clinical muscle ultrasound / Sebastian Schroeder (DE)
Muscle growth in cerebral palsy and the effect of intervention Part I / Adam Shortland (UK)
Muscle growth in cerebral palsy and the effect of intervention Part II / Martin Gough (UK)
CP, muscle & gene expression: What we start to look at / Sebastian Schroeder (DE)
Location: Tivoli Congress Hall

16:00-17:30 Workshop
Musculoskeletal Imag-
ing in cerebral palsy 

Ultrasound  
demonstration:
1) Muscle primer: 
normal development 
and function
2) Principles of 2D and 
3D ultrasound.
3) Introduction to 
Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging
4) Musculoskeletal 
Imaging in practice
 / Adam Shortland 
(UK), Martin Gough 
(UK)  and Eskinder 
Solomon (UK)

Location:  
Tivoli Congress Hall

Workshop
Yoga For Students with 
Special Needs: bene-
fits, research, develop-
mental and behavioral 
impacts

Chair: Julie W. Broge 
(DK)

Presentation and prac-
tice / Anne Buckley-Re-
en (US)
Eve Reymond (US)

Location: Harlekin

Workshop 
Interactive technology 
for home-based train-
ing of children 

Chair: Jens Bo Nielsen 
(DK)

Application of Wii 
Sports Resort at a 
home-based setting 
and physical activity 
training in children 
with cerebral palsy
/Hsiu-Ching Chiu (TW)

Randomised Con-
trolled trial of 
Multi-modal Web 
based training: Neuro-
plasticity outcomes
/ Roslyn Boyd (AU)

Location: Columbine

Workshop 
Interactive technology 
for home-based train-
ing of infants

Chair: Jakob Lorentzen 
(DK)

1. Overview of CareToy 
project and the Care-
Toy platform 
/ Francesca Cecchi (IT)

2. CareToy in preterm 
infants: Clinical results 
of pilot study 
/ Giusepina Sgandurra 
(IT)

3. Technological 
results of CareToy 
platform
/ Matjaz Mihelj (SI)

Location: Pjerrot

18:00-23:00 Dinner Event

09:30-11:00
UPPER LIMB 
TRAINING

Chair: Jennifer Carroll 
(UK)

09:30-09:45
„Reach for the Stars!“ 
– A patient education 
intervention in the 
context of climbing 
therapy / Judith Graser 
(CH)

09:45-10:00
Strategic use of mirror 
movements to control 
the affected hand in 
children with unilateral 
Cerebral Palsy / Ingar 
Zielinski (NL)

10:00-10:15 
Mirror Therapy in Chil-
dren with Hemiplegia:  
A Prospective Ran-
domized Single-blind-
ed Trial / Marine Jequi-
er Gygax (CH)

GAIT AND POSTURE

Chair: Jakob Lorentzen 
(DK)

09:30-09:45 
Gait and compensatory 
mechanisms in children 
with arthrogryposis / 
Marie Eriksson (SE)

09:45-10:00
Changes in muscle 
activation during gait of 
children with Duchenne 
muscular Dystrophy
/ Sylvain Brochard (FR)

10:00-10:15
The relation of Motor 
Proficiency and Func-
tional Ambulatory Sta-
tus in Duchenne Mus-
cular Dystrophy / Sedef 
Karayazgan (TR)

PRETERM CHILDREN

Chair: Elisabeth Ber-
ents (DK)

09:30-09:45
Spatial distribution of 
general movements in 
preterm born infants 
assessed by comput-
er-based video analy-
sis / Lars Adde (NO)

09:45-10:00
Relationship between 
early brain structure 
on MRI, white matter 
integrity (diffusion MRI) 
and neurological func-
tion at 30 weeks post 
menstrual age in infants 
born very preterm / 
Roslyn Boyd (AU)

10:00-10:15
Early Motor Assess-
ment of Very Preterm 
Infants is Predictive of 
Developmental Coor-
dination Disorder at 
4.5 years / Jill Zwicker 
(CA)

HOME TRAINING

Chair: Oleh Kachmar 
(UA)

09:30-09:45 
Effect of Virtual Reality 
in Children with Cere-
bral Palsy: A Systemat-
ic Review / Hsiu-Ching 
Chiu (TW)

09:45-10:00 
Requirements for a 
virtual-reality based 
neuro-pediatric upper 
limb training / Corinna 
Gerber (CH)

10:00-10:15
Investigation of the 
effects of the virtual 
reality program on 
balance and advanced 
motor abilities in chil-
dren with unilateral 
cerebral palsy: A Ran-
domized Controlled 
Trial / Mintaze Kerem 
Gunel (TR)
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SATURDAY 
30TH MAY NEUROPLASTICITY NUTRITION/ COGNITION TECHNOLOGY
  EXERCISE  

10:15-10:30
Implementation of 
a hybrid CIMT inter-
vention to improve 
upper limb function in 
children with unilateral 
CP: does duration 
matter? / Cristina Si-
mon-Martinez (BE)

10:30-10:45
Does visual perception 
skill have an effect on 
functioning in cerebral 
palsy? / Hatice Abaoğlu 
(TR)

10:45-11:00  
General discussion 
and questions

Location: Tivoli Con-
gress Hall

10:15-10:30
Head and upper body 
movements while turn-
ing during walking in 
children with cerebral 
palsy / Åsa Bartonek 
(SE)

10:30-10:45
The relation between 
trunk control and up-
per extremity functions 
/ Ozge Muezzinoglu 
(TR)

10:45-11:00  
General discussion and 
questions

Location: Harlekin

10:15-10:30
Executive Function 
and Learning skills in 
early adolescent chil-
dren born at less than 
25 weeks of gestation 
after active perinatal 
care in 1990s: A Follow 
Up Study from 2 Ter-
tiary Level Care Cen-
ters in Sweden / Aijaz 
Farooqi (SE)

10:30-10:45 
Extremely preterm in-
fants show high prev-
alence of abnormal 
motor repertoire at 3 
months corrected age 
/ Toril Fjørtoft (NO)

10:45-11:00 General 
discussion and ques-
tions

Location: Columbine

10:15-10:30 Universal 
strategies to support 
motor and functional 
skills in a sample of UK 
schools / Eve Hutton 
(UK)

10:30-10:45
Effect of aquatic train-
ing in children with 
neurological disorders: 
A pilot study / Gry 
Hansen (NO)

10:45-11:00  
General discussion & 
questions

Location: Pjerrot

11:15-11:45 Closing lecture 
Lower extremity selective motor control as a prognostic factor for treatment of children with spastic 
cerebral palsy + Closing remarks about the activities in AACPDM
Eileen Fowler, Vice-president of AACPDM

11:45-12:00 Closing ceremony
Goodbye from Copenhagen / Jens Bo Nielsen
Introduction to EACD 2016 / Ann-Christin Eliasson
See you next year/ President of EACD Giovanni Cioni

Jacob 
Nossell

Kristian Moltke 
Martiny

EVENTS AT EACD 2015 
Congress Dinner
We have obtained an exciting 
opportunity of arranging an evening 
of physical activity and good food in 
unusual surroundings.

We will spend the evening at Blocks 
& Walls, which is a climbing centre in 
the historical buildings of the former 
shipyard Burmeister and Wain.

Boats will pick us up at the harbour 
front just acr hagen is an old harbour 
and maritime city, and one of the most 
beautiful and enjoyable ways to see it, 
is from a boat sailing down its charming 
canals. On the way we will therefore 
get a chance to enjoy wonderful 
Copenhagen from the water. When we arrive, climbing stations will be open and you will be 
able to try out climbing and test your fear of heights. Everybody can participate – level of 
experience does not matter and trained instructors are present to assist us. If you prefer 
not to climb, you can network and relax in the lounge area or at the bar.

After the climbing, an informal buffet dinner will be served before a DJ will turn up the 
music and we will enjoy a good time together in a nice atmosphere.

Life with CP
Jacob Nossell, who has cerebral palsy (CP), and Kristian 
Moltke Martiny, researcher in cognitive science, try 
to answer what it means to live with CP, in a new 
documentary. They take their point of departure 
in a new movement in cognitive science called 
Embodied Cognition, which includes perspectives from 
neuroscience, psychology, cognitive and social sciences, 
as a way to answer such a challenging question. In 
their presentation they show different scenes from the 
documentary and discuss what an embodied approach 
might contribute to the understanding of CP.  



Together we 
make a difference

At Helene Elsass Center researchers and therapists bridge the gap 
between research and practice.

We facilitate individual training for people with Cerebral Palsy

We support research projects and develop technologies for 
physical and cognitive development

We deliver noticeable results

Read more about us: elsasscenter.dk/uk
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Feeding problems are common in  
neurodisabled children. Undernutrition  
is associated with many risk factors, but  
is often under recognised. 

Studies have shown that enteral tube feeding  
can significantly improve health outcomes of  
children with severe neurodisability.

– Improves weight gain1

– Improves linear growth1

– Associated with reduced hospitalisation1

–  Reduces chest infections and related hospital  
admissions2

– Improves quality of life of families3,4

See the difference enteral tube feeding can make  
for your neurodisabled patients.

References: 1. Sullivan et al. Dev Med Child Neurol 2005; 47: 77-85. 2. Sullivan et al. Arch Dis Child 2006; 91: 478-82. 3. Sullivan et al. Dev Med 
Child Neurol 2004; 46: 796-800. 4. Mahant et al. Arch Dis Child 2009; 94: 668-73.

Working towards better  
health outcomes through better 
nutritional support

Nutrini is a food for special medical purposes for the dietary management of faltering  
growth and must be used under medical supervision.



Mitii is an individually tailored online training system with great advantages for 
people with injuries to brain or body. Mitii is highly effective when training in-
tensively. 30-45 minutes training every day for 12-16 weeks provides consider-
able results.

Mitii is popular because it is quick and easy to get started for the users - and it 
allows high level of control for therapists and other professionals. Furthermore, 
it is a low cost system as training takes place anywhere, for instance at home, 
supervised at a distance.

Mitii – Move it to improve it!
Caroline

Simple and efficient

• Mitii is internet based and requires common, well known de-
vices e.g. a flat screen television, PC, internet. Only a Kinect 
camera is needed extra.

• Mitii is intuitive and easy to work with for users and thera-
pists.

• Mitii has a low cost per training session making it possible  
to achieve  the critical intensity.

• Mitii makes it possible for one therapist to work with  
many users.

• Mitii is a training offer developed from the latest  
brain research.

• Mitii aids each user to become self-reliant.

”When I think back it is interesting that the 
doctor didn’t feel that training would ben-
efit me. However, he certainly wanted to 
see me again after training with Mitii. After 
eight months of training with Mitii the doc-
tor examined me and he found so noticea-
ble improvements in my condition, that he 
no longer could use me as a case study in 
his classes – I had become too well.”  

Carsten
64 year, balance issues
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Feed Your  
Brain Properly!

The brain is like an engine. It needs fuel in order to function 
and to assist the body in performing at its best. Just like the 
‘real’ engines, it is important to use the right fuel. 

Food for Brains is a diet program that puts ‘brain smart’ food 
on the agenda in an easy and accessible way. 

Hungry now? Visit foodforbrains.dk/en and download 
the Food for Brains cookbook with recipes and articles on 
what food can do for your brain.

1505-v02-AnnFood-EACD.indd   1 19/05/15   13.03
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