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Welcome to Heidelberg

Heidelberg is located at the junction where the River Neckar has 

paved its way out of the narrow valley into the expanse of the 

plain of the River Rhine. Between the protected landscape 

retreat and the open view into the world, a unique spiritual 

development space has emerged here over the centuries. 

Discover the natural beauty and diversity of the surrounding area 

and our wonderful town deeply steeped in culture and heritage!

An ideal location for an international

congress meeting
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With its world-famous castle, its picturesque baroque Old 

Town and beautiful riverside setting, Heidelberg is a 

unique, authentic and inspiring experience of history and 

cultural heritage and far more than just a great backdrop 

for amazing photos!

The locals are very proud of their customs and cultural 

heritage. This perfect interplay of history and cultural 

identity, tradition and modernity, makes our destination so 

special.

In only one hour drive there are 4 UNESCO heritage sites 

waiting to be discovered by you.

Heritage Style
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Heidelberg is very picturesque, elegant, bright and lively. 

The locals greatly appreciate the town´s romantic charm 

and beauty and undertake great efforts protecting 

Heidelberg´s landmarks and historic sites. 

This high quality of life defines and shapes the city and 

makes Heidelberg a cultivated space that will leave a long-

lasting impression on you minds and guarantees for 

unforgettable moments of joy and happiness.

Sophisticated
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Home to Germany’s oldest university, Heidelberg has been a culturally 

diverse city ever since the 14th century.

It has always been open to talent, ideas, and different cultures. 

A tolerant, international  and open-minded atmosphere prevails, making 

Heidelberg a warm and friendly place, where you will feel safe, 

comfortable and welcomed.

Meet.

Exchange.

Network.

Urban-minded
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With its prestigious, world-renowned 

university and high-quality University Hospital, 

Heidelberg is a known hotspot for science 

and research excellence in Europe and world-

wide. Also, our city is a ´creative playground´

for an innovative local economy. 

Future since 1386
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From the ´European Sustainable City Award´ to the city´s 

new urban district ´Bahnstadt´, the world´s largest passive-

house project: to the city of  Heidelberg sustainability is far 

more than just a buzzword. It’s something we live and 

share. 

Another big plus is that Heidelberg is a wonderful place for 

a bike ride or walk. These are also some of the most 

popular ways to get around the city.

Yes, we care!
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Medical Story

It is an honor and great privilege for us to invite EACD / 

IAACD to hold the 37th Annual / 4th Triennial Meeting in 

Heidelberg, Germany, June 23rd to 28th, 2025.

See now who we are and what ambitions we have!

Our team and vision
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Specialist in Social and Developmental Pediatrics, 

Neuropediatrics and Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and 

Psychotherapy

Medical and Managing Director at Children’s Center Maulbronn, 

Center for Child Neurology and Social Pediatrics and Academic 

Teaching Hospital of the University of Heidelberg 

Professor, University of Heidelberg 

EACD National coordinator of Germany

EACD Chairman of the Scientific Committee 2009 to 2013

Prof. Dr. Rainer Blank, MD
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Physician-Scientist, Board-certified Medical Geneticist

Professor and Department Chair of Human Genetics, 

University of Heidelberg

Medical and Executive Director of Clinical Genetics, 

Heidelberg University Hospital

Visiting Professor, Texas Children’s Hospital and Baylor 

College of Medicine, Houston, USA

Chair of the Education Committee, American College of 

Medical Genetics and Genomics 2015-2017

Chair of the Program Committee, American College of 

Medical Genetics and Genomics 2018

Member of the Scientific Program Committee, European 

Society of Human Genetics 2020-2025

Prof. Dr. Christian Schaaf, MD
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Institute of Human Genetics,

Genetics Outpatient Clinic, 

Heidelberg University Hospital
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Children’s Center Maulbronn, 

Clinic and Center for Child 

Neurology and Social Pediatrics

A perfect match for a

wide range of knowledge:

Two competence centres 

ready to host EACD / 

IAACD 2025.
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“Developing networks –

networks for development”
The EACD / IAACD meeting will focus on strengthening and 

consolidating networks – meta and individual, in terms of 

knowledge, connecting countries, disciplines, institutions, 

patients and their families in the field of neurodevelopmental 

disorders and cerebral palsy. This is further enhanced by a 

hybrid congress format, which makes the conference 

program easily accessible to anyone, from anywhere. 

There will be on-demand videos and live streams: EACD / 

IAACD virtual meeting is full of valuable content. Prepare to 

be amazed!
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Interdisciplinarity and networking – this is what the EACD /

IAACD stands for as an academy, and is also the focus of

this conference.

Heidelberg university hosts a wide range of disciplines,

patients and families. Diversity and collaboration are always

held in high regard here.

The chairs Rainer Blank and Christian Schaaf are

representatives of two professional disciplines: both embody

the clinical and basic science, sharing years of excellent

cooperation – living a network of expertise, disciplines and

institutions. Therefore, they will immensely enjoy being good

hosts and bringing people together for a memorable

conference experience.

The cooperation between the renowned Medical Faculty of

Heidelberg University and one of the largest and leading

medical centers specialized in pediatric neurology and

social pediatrics in Germany, the Children's Center

Maulbronn, is an outstanding example of networking within

top-class assessment, basic sciences and state-of-the-art

social pediatric, neuropediatric and therapeutic treatment.

We create connections. 

For your complete satisfaction.
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Networking in the care of neurodevelopmental disorders – our main topics
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1. Multiple views on genetics and 

neurometabolism

2. Interdisciplinary assessment and 

intervention

3. Long term strategies and outcome

4. The role of behavior and feeding in early 

childhood

5. The complexity of comorbidity: 

intellectual and behavioral disorders, 

epilepsy

6. Impact on the child, the family and 

society

7. Novel therapeutic strategies for 

neurodevelopmental disorders

8. Hot topics
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Our planning team

Heike Himmelsbach Assistent / Marketing and Communication

Andrea Plaza Gonzalez Assistent / Marketing and Communication

Sabine Vinçon MScOT, Therapist

Gudrun Rappold PhD, Professor, Biologist, Molecular Geneticist

Ulrich Haug MD, Social Paediatrician

Steffen Syrbe MD, Paediatrican, Epileptologist

Marco Götze MD, Pediatric Orthopedic Surgeon

Annette Mund PhD, Childrens Network Germany
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Our Scientific Committee

Christopher Newman

(Chair, EACD)

MD, Neuropediatrician CH

Hannah Monyer

(Co-Chair, local)

MD, Professor, Clinical 

Neurobiologist

D

Bert Steenbergen PhD, Professor, Human Movement 

Scientist

NL

Dido Green PhD, Professor, 

Occupational Therapist

GB

Guro Andersen PhD, Professor, Pediatrician NO

Lindsay Pennington PhD, Senior Lecturer,

Speech and Language Therapist

GB

Tobias Banaschewski MD, Professor, Child and Adolescent 

Psychiatrist

D

Elisabet Rodby Bousquet PhD, Professor, Physiotherapist SWE

Thomas Dreher MD, Professor, Orthopedic Surgeon CH

Volker Mall MD, Professor, Social Pediatrician, 

Neuropediatrician

D

Katarzyna

Swieczkowska

PhD, Special Education POL

Florian Heinen MD, Professor, Neuropediatrician D

Diane Damiano PhD, Professor, Physiotherapist, Movement 

Scientist 

USA

Andrew Gordon PhD, Professor, Psychologist USA

Jan-Willem Gorter MD, PhD, Professor, Paediatric Rehabilitation 

(Physiatrist)

CAN / 

NL

Sylvain Brochard MD, Professor, Rehabilitation Medicine, 

Pediatrics 

F

Eric Domelöff PhD, Professor, Psychologist SWE
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The Venue.

Amidst Heidelberg´s passive housing estate ´Bahnstadt´, 
located in close proximity to the main station and with a 4-star 
hotel in the direct neighborhood, the new Heidelberg Congress 
Center will be inaugurated by the end of 2022.

Whereas many congress centers and event locations in general 
have yet to be newly equipped to be able to hold hybrid 
conferences, Heidelberg Congress Center has already been 
built for these new meeting experiences: State-of-the-art-
transmission technology, digital communication specialists 
alongside a contemporary room concept and exciting interior 
design lead to an improved, more collaborative and common 
network.

The future of meetings in a 

brandnew location
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• Spacious lecture theater accommodating up to 1.800

people

• Small theater with up to 800 seats

• 9 break-out rooms, each with a seating capacity of 60

to 280 people

• 2.500 square meters of exhibition space

• Roof terrace

• The setup of all meeting spaces are ideal for both

conventional and / or innovative congresses

• Urban style coffee bar and exciting catering concepts

• High-end digital technology including a broadcast-

studio

• Platinum environmental standard

• Communication and marketing agency consulting

available for virtual and hybrid events as well

costumer value in a pre/post meeting

• Additional possibility for evening social events in the
historic auditorium.

• Quick access to Heidelberg Main Station and
convenient public transport

• Walking distance to the Congress Hotel

Some short facts about the new

Heidelberg Congress Center

19



EACD / IAACD 2025

Exterior View Studio Big Hall
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The New Heidelberg Congress Center
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Classy locations for additional 
events

Both options are conveniently situated in 
the historic part of the town and are 
reserved for your reception and evening 
events 

Assembly Hall of 

Heidelberg University

Historic City Hall
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Information Board

As an international tourist hotspot that Heidelberg has been 
ever since– we count over 1,5 million accommodation 
bookings and welcome about 3,5 million guests per year in a 
city of 170.000 habitants – we are real experts in being 
perfect hosts.

Check our services in detail.

Friendly service and a 

welcoming atmosphere 

guarantee a comfortable and 

memorable stay
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The City Map of Heidelberg

Heidelberg is a city with a numerous 
authentic and distinctive quarters. 

Most places of interest are within walking 
distance. The ones that are a bit further 
afield can easily be reached by public 
transport.
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Historic Center

with Old and New 

University

New Congress 

Center

Main Station

University Medical 

Institute and 

Hospital  District
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Sightseeing Discovering Heidelberg

Heidelberg, a symbol of Geman Romanticism, 

was described by the famous writer Mark Twain 

as „Germany in a Nutshell“ 

The Old Town of Heidelberg with its beautiful 

architecture – with Heidelberg Concert Hall 

(Stadthalle) being a just perfect example -

offers plenty of well-kept parks and romantic 

places to stroll and linger, churches, museums 

and theatres. Our city offers a vast range of 

cultural events, from dance to renowned music 

or theater festivals.    

Do not miss out on the Philosopher´s walk, a 

path revealing sweeping panoramic views over 

the city. It is an idyllic green oasis where you 

will be walking in the footsteps of famous 

philosophers and poets. If you follow down the 

steep and winding path (Schlangenweg), you 

will reach the Old Bridge (Alte Brücke), another 

landmark of historic Heidelberg. 24
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Castle Historic District

25

The world-famous Heidelberg 

Castle, which majestetically

overlooks the Old Town, is an ever 

inspiring sight you must not miss! 

Heidelberg´s ´Ruperto Carola´

University is Germany‘s oldest 

university, and closely interwoven 

with the city‘s history. Also the Old 

Assembly Hall (Alte Aula) is an 

impressive example of baroque 

architecture.
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SCHWETZINGEN PALACE

Schwetzingen Palace is famous for the beauty and 

harmony of its gardens. Remarkably, the original design, 

in all its diversity, survives to this day.

Location for Gala Dinner (up to 800 seats).
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The pre-congress symposia will be linked

with cultural highlights, e.g.:

• the UNESCO heritage Monastry of

Maulbronn 

• the Old city of Heidelberg.

Science, practice and culture
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Heidelberg with its romantic and intellectual flair is embedded in a 

region full of diversity: 

The metropolitan vibes of Mannheim, located in close vicinity, 

perfectly complement it. Also the extraordinary Palatinate region 

with its vineyards and picturesque wine villages is definitely worth 

a visit. The nearby French border makes it easy to experience a 

completely different world of culture and beauty. And last but not 

least there is the famed Black Forest, a cultural landscape which 

is home to uncountable German clichés and where the Grimm 

Brothers drew their inspiration from for many of their fairy tales.

.

Surrounded by 

surprises
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France

Black Forest

Palatinat

Mannheim

Heidelberg
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Palatinate French Region of Alsace Black Forest
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Accomodation

Exemplary: Hotel am Kornmarkt

The hotel / inn with its baroque façade and 

the red paint is, like all the other buildings on 

Kornmarkt, a listed building. It has been run 

as a ´Garni´ hotel for over 40 years and has 

recently been lovingly renovated.

You will be accommodated directly below 

the famous Heidelberg Castle. All the other 

sights of the Old Town are also within easy 

walking distance. 
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Exemplary: Qube ´Bahnstadt´

The modern building was completed in 2020 

and built as a passive house. This makes 

the Qube ´Bahnstadt´ one of the first and 

few hotels in Germany to achieve maximum 

CO2 savings in heating and cooling. 

The Qube ´Bahnstadt´ hotel has 84 air-

conditioned rooms, three conference rooms 

and a large underground car park. The 

outdoor terrace, which in summer is also 

open in the evenings, offers pure relaxation. 

In addition, there is a roof terrace offering 

wonderful views of Heidelberg and its 

picturesque surroundings.

Accomodation



EACD / IAACD 2025

Arrival Options
By railway

• Your big advantage: It only takes
45 minutes to get from Frankfurt Airport
to Heidelberg.

• Heidelberg can be reached directly
by ICE train. Moreover, Mannheim is
connected to Heidelberg by urban public
transport service running in consistent 15
minute intervals.

32Please note that Std. means hours.



EACD / IAACD 2025

33

We look forward to 

welcoming you in 

Heidelberg!


